From www.lifeandsoulpromotions.co.uk
 

A solid, consistent and thoroughly enjoyable selection.  Already being critically acclaimed as one of the albums of the year.  Largely mellow, smoth and soulful, echoing soul from an earlier day, but also able to get modern-day funky.  Therefore, an ability to appear to both the young and more mature!

 

"The Day You Held Me" is classic soul with a vocal in the higher regions and a catchy hook.  "Can't Help But Say" is more in the Stevie Wonder range and equally appealing.  However, I kind of like the funkier R&B style of "The Way You Love Me" featuring Kyhil.  It's sparce enough, but one of those tracks that could be hardened to appeal even further on a remix by Blacksmith or someone of that ilk.  "Dreams" is funkier in a different way: old school and very reminiscent of something I can't put my finger on, maybe Isley Brothers in the "3+3" or just after...no...just got it...Brothers Johnson!

 

I really like "Promise to Stay" alot, back to ballad territory and extremely good.  Another favorite is the more upbeat and nearest to the modern soul dancefloor is "You Take The Clouds Away".  

 

Quality lyrics and production throughout.  All around good stuff.

 

From "Blues & Soul" Magazine, Bigger's B&S Column, May 10, 2004
 

Tim Dillinger's debut album offers such gems as the real head-nod, R&B swayer "The Way You Love Me".  Face slapping snares and keyboard stabs all make a great foundation for a real, powerful vocalist.  This man, though, is more renowned for his soul qualities and this is more than evident on the stunning soul classics, "Til The Six Is Nine", "You Take The Clouds Away", and the acoustic led "Just Doesn't Matter". [They all] show how versatile and how talented thisman is.  The melodic swayer, "Promise to Stay", and the silky smooth "Suddenly (Love Is On My Mind)" are all fine examples of why this alubm should be in your collection if you have an ounce of soul running through your veins.

 

From www.saveoursoul.nl
 

Tim Dillinger has delivered a lovely debut album with "Love Is On My Mind".  The opening track is a tribute to gospel.  The album, however, is a mix between R&B and soul music with a stronger accent on the latter.  Especially the ballads are very sweet to the ear.  A good example of that is "Just Doesn't Matter".

 

Something to appreciate as well is when an artist wears his heart on his sleeve as Tim does in "In Your Arms".  Another beautiful track is "Suddenly (Love Is On My Mind)", the title track, with that lovely intro and a nice rap contribution by Just One.  Remarkable also is "Til The Six is Nine: A Tone Poem".

 

Stand out tracks: Can't Help But Say, Just Doesn't Matter, Suddenly (Love Is On My Mind), In Your Arms

 

 

From SoulSite.de (Translated from German to English)
Review by Joerg Michael Schmitt
9 out of 10 Stars
 

Like Teena Marie, Tim Dillinger is white.  His voice, however, is that of a rare soul: quality, variable and experienced, utlilizing all forms of black vocal music.  With Tim Dillinger, finally, after a long time, an able, all-around vocalist is again entering the scene.  This makes "Love Is On My Mind" remarkable.  There are other excellent selections of wonderful melodies which reach the top with one of the highlights of 2004.  "Can't Help But Say" is a feather light rhythm on which is based an irresistable melody, which in turn, is wrapped in an elegant, bubbly arrangement.  ESSENTIAL!

 

"Promise to Stay", "Til The Six Is Nine" and "The Day You Held Me" are of similar quality.  In addition, there is the moving "In Your Arms".  "The Way You Love Me" touches on reality with modern-day rap pieces and unobtrusive funk bass.  All in all, this is the musical accomplishment of producer Dale Babb.  It appears that in a congenial work relationship with an artist like Tim Dillinger, Mr. Babb has found his destiny.  Not soul, not R&B, not black, not white, "Love Is On My Mind" shows a universal quality which defies simple categorization.  Whether I tend to be overly enthusiastic or become too euphoric can only be judged by personal investigation...which is urgently advised!

 

From Rap2Soul (Translated from German to English)
Review by Oliver Springer
 

Tim Dillinger is a name which might still be unknown in this country.  We have our copy of "Love Is On My Mind", which is the debut album of this young man from the South, from Nashville.

 

His debut, released through his own company (Icon's Pen Media), is bringing him some attention with the 'insider public' around the globe.  He moves with music on a high level, therefore he need not have a fear of comparison with the 'larger' artists of his genre.

 

It's soul sound contains influences of jazz, gospel, and pop and reminds one, partially, of the 80s, because it is so easy and cheerful.  For the mass market, however, the younger buyers with the dollars, his sound is probably too unobtrustive, but I would like to put this album to the fastidious soul public and ask them to take it to heart.  The artist made "Love Is On My Mind" to create music to remind people of simplier times and to create the kind of music that inspires him.  

 

From Music Ave Magazine
by Crystal Wicker
 

Some label it "blue-eyed soul", but great music is simply just great music.  With it's lush, hypnotic melodies and lyrical honesty, "Love Is On My Mind" is nothing short of sonically ambitious.  As the highly anticipated debut effort from Tim Dillinger continues to garner international acclaim, the crooner wiht the heavenly set of pipes could give Maxwell, yes Maxwell, a run for his money.

 

What Dillinger terms "musical gumbo", in fact, has roots in both gospel and R&B, as evidenced in his disc opener "You Know I Love You".

 

And there's no wonder why this is so! The baladeer once toured with Grammy nominated gospel singer Beverly Crawford and worked alongside other accomplished musicians such as Reba Rambo and Daryl Coley.  It's also refershing to note that Dillinger wasn't compelled to bury the gems deep in the set listing; His dynamic range and commanding vocal presence are immediately felt in "The Day You Held Me".  A silky smooth mid-tempo jam kissed with electronic percussion and sensual acoustic guitars, the song possesses tremendous commercial promise.  "Just Doesn't Matter" and "You Take The Clouds Away" offer a light, careree flow while the head-nodder "Dreams (Come Alive)" and "Promise to Stay" are clearly reminiscent of a Wham!-ish George Michael--once again showcasing those powerhouse vocal chops.

 

"There's no such thing as impossible/This dream has only just begun", he sings.  So rest assured that no one's cutting corners here.  If the critics call Tim Dillinger a student of soul, then this pupil deserves an A+.

 

From Muso's Guide
by Ryan Fleming
 

Who is Tim Dillinger?  This St. Petersburg, FL native has had alot on his mind lately.  Armed with his new studio effort, Love Is On My Mind, Tim Dillinger just might be the head of the new class of blue-eyed soul.

 

Tim Dillinger started his adventure in the music industry, working in the Christian music genre, and by the age of 18, was working with Beverly Crawford.  That exposure gave him the ability to capture gigs with artists like Tata Vega, Daryl Coley and Reba Rambo.  The coadunation of Tim's background vocal work with top notch gospel artists and the growth as a songwriter from being a literary erudite of the classic authors (James Baldwin, Richard Wright); Dillinger had the skills to move to the forefront of the stage.  in attempts to turn a new leaf as a solo artist, Tim moved to Nashville in 2001, and in addition to that move, he also did a genre shift, as he decided to focus on R&B as a freshman solo artist.  After 3 years of some major toiling in the studio, courtesy of Icon's Pen Media, we finally get to discover why love has been on Tim's mind.

 

What do you get when you put together the energy and vocal range of a Jon B and Justin Timberlake, the studious songwriting of a Teena Marie and a haunting, physical resemblance to one George Michael?  My description of Tim Dillinger and his twelve track assortment entitled Love Is On My Mind.  This set opens with a church-inspired introduction entitled, "You Know I Love You".  From the outset, Tim displays his vocal arranging skills, as this song has a pleasurable mesh of voices and harmony.  The first full track, dubbed "The Day You Held Me", is a funky, mid-tempo R&B jam encased by a stuttering and staccato backbeat that seemed to come right out of super-producer Timbaland's studios.

 

"The Way You Love Me" is another one of Tim's soulful interpretations that has a nice walking bass line.  Dillinger takes his physical resemblance to George Michael to the studio, as the tune entitled "Just Doesn't Matter" is a strong hint of what Mr. Michael had behind the microphone in his heyday.  The vocal arrangement on "Promise to Stay" is superb and how about that last high note showing off Tim's vocal range?

 

Absolutely, unequivocally, without a shadow of a doubt, the album's prized possesion is the track entitled "Til The Six Is Nine".  The actual song has a prelude where Tim has a spoken segue of love, also entitled "Til The Six Is Nine".  This track displays Tim's skills as a songwriter, his wide vocal range, and the groove somewhat takes you back to the days of "YOu are My Lady" and "Rock Me Tonight" from one Freddie Jackson, proving once again that Tim Dillinger is a student of soul.  Other noteable tracks include "Dreams Come Alive" and the album closer "In Your Arms".

 

Tim is currently making rounds on the radio circuit conducting interviews and is gearing for his first UK/European tour, slated to start in August.  

 

From Rhythmsoul.net
by Craig Chapman
 

Tim Dillinger is another of the emerging independent artists on the scene today.  "Love Is On My Mind" was recently released on his Icon's Pen Media label out of Nashville.  With his roots in gospel, Tim describes his debut CD as a musical gumbo, embracing a variety of styles.

 

"The Day You Held Me", "Can't Help But Say", "Promise to Stay" and "Just Doesn't Matter" all have a cool mid-tempo groove, just right to chill out to on the front porch.  "Dreams (Come Alive)" is an uptempo cut with a pop influence, while "You Take The Clouds Away" has a feel good bounce to it.  Things slow down and get serious on the ballad "In Your Arms".

 

"Love Is On My Mind" is something we can all relate to.  New music from Tim Dillinger, designed for your listening pleasure. 

 

From SoulSorts.co.uk
 

This album's been around for a while now and I only just picked up a copy at the Hilton Weekender in May, but I'll tell you what, it was sixteen quid very well spent indeed.  Looking at the cover, you wouldn't take this to be a soul album as Tim doesn't have the appearance of your typical soul artist, but bears more than a passing resemblance to comedian Phil Jupitus on the cover, but what a top quality album it is.  With "Can't Help But Say" being the pick of the bunch, along with "You Take The Clouds Away", which is the track that would get the most action dancefloor wise, along with the  beautiful, melodic, Spanish-sounding "The Day You Held Me".  "Can't Help But Say" will, without question, be in my top five tracks of 2004.  I don't know what it is about the track, but it just hits the spot each and every tiime I hear it, in pretty much the same way John Stoddart's track did for me last year: a stunning melody, flowing rhythm and a great vocal performance from Tim and the background vocalists.  I played it three or four times in the Lounge at Birmingham and every time people came up and asked what it was.  Fantastic.

 

From PulseGrafix Magazine
 

Soul music is about singing from so deep within that it moves the listener's soul.  Don't let the picture fool you: this boy can sing! Gospel, soul, R&B, you name it, Tim Dillinger can blow.  If you don't believe, take a listen for yourself.  His album, "Love Is On My Mind", is a beautiful collection of music that will move you to your very core.

 

From React Magazine

by Adam Bernard

 

The indy R&B scene has been producing a lot of hot albums this year and Tim Dillinger's "Love Is On My Mind" is no exception.  Dillinger would be considered blue-eyed soul, and when you look at him, R&B singer is probably near the bottom of your list of things you think he might be.  "Love Is On My Mind", however, proves that judging a book by it's cover isn't a good idea.

 

The album starts off with the gospel-feeling "You Know I Love You" then slides into the more contemporary "The Day You Held Me" and the smooth jazz sounding "Can't Help But Say".  Dillinger's lone foray into the more funky, current R&B scene is "The Way You Love Me", which he pulls off nicely. 

 

The majority of "Love Is On My Mind" sounds like it would fit nicely into playlists from 10-15 years ago, or on Midnight Love on BET.  There are definitely classic elements  othis album.  There isn't any thumping bass or a ton of guests.  For the most part, it's just Dillinger doing what he does best.  Songs such as "Promise to Stay", "Suddenly", "Til The Six Is Nine" and the Shai sounding "in Your Arms" will all be welcomed by those who were loving the R&B scene of the 90s.  I've already spun this album a few times and recommend it for those who want something a little retro to chill out to.

